BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
APPROVED MINUTES OF THE A G M and COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11
May 2017
Held in the Adult resource Centre, Jessie St, Blairgowrie at 7pm

ATTENDANCE
Mrs M Young (MY)
Mr I Richards (IR)
Mrs P McGregor (PM)
Ms E Forrest (EF)
Mrs D Cushnie (DC)
Mr I Cruickshank (IC)
Mr G Darge (GD)
Mr A Donald (AD)
Mr S Nichol (SN)
Mr L Seal (LS)
Mr B Smith (BS)

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary

Cllr C Shiers (CS)
Cllr B Brawn (BB)
Cllr T McEwan (TM)
Ms C Damodaran (CD)
Ms T Dick
5 members of the public

Councillor PKC
Councillor PKC
Councillor PKC

APOLOGIES
Mr A Thomson (AT)
Item 1 – Welcome & Apologies.
1.1

MY welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave apologies for the above.

Item 2 – Chair’s Report.
MY said that it had been another busy year for BRCC and much had been
accomplished and many helpful contacts made in the community and within PKC, –
the removal of the town centre traffic lights continues to work well for residents and for
visitors and all have felt the benefits and once the flashing signs and audible crossing
signals are installed, it will be much safer. – Likewise SN has made good on David
Bailey’s vision of a safe access to the Cottage Hospital a reality. Not only are the lights
up along with the associated road markings but an extended pavement ensures that
patients and visitors have a safe walking access to the hospital entrance from the
road. A great improvement and much appreciated by the users of the hospital. – The
long running issue of an appropriate traffic calming measure at the top of Reform St is
now in place and is being monitored. The large (but not as large as expected) speed
bump seems to be working well, slowing traffic turning on to the High St and hopefully
preventing more bumps. – The Wellmeadow and Croft Lane pea lights are now under
review, PKC officers have been out and a plan was verbally agreed to replace the
broken network. Unfortunately the first deadline and window of opportunity has already
been missed but she said that they were hoping to have the old lights carefully
removed from the trees before they started to bloom and have any pruning done
before the new lights go up after the summer and to be connected to their respective
junction boxes but it now looks like all the work will need to be done after the summer
and before the clocks go back in October when the lights are due to be switched on for
the winter. Looking at the town street furniture has also been on the to do list,
upgrading, refurbishing or relocating seating areas; planters and bike rails have been
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identified so we will shortly have seating that is correctly located and fit for purpose. A
better number of suitably located bike parking rails, more appropriate to the volume of
cyclists who visit the area and seats repositioned to enhance with better planting areas
around them. The other towns won’t stand a chance against Blair in Bloom next year!
In a bid to have a better connected area, she said that she had been working with PKC
to establish Wi-Fi hotspots, several of which have been rolled out, including at the
Town Hall, the Recy and Rattray Connect and other PKC locations as well. New
technology, already being used in Perth using street lamps to bounce a constant
wireless signal, will hopefully be rolled out here in the near future. Parking is always a
hot topic, no matter where you are, there is never enough of it, and we can’t easily
create more spaces here, but we can and have changed the times of on street parking
from ½ to 1 hour which should encourage more people to stop for longer and enjoy the
area. A surprisingly energetic act of vandalism last summer has put the wishing well
out of commission which means that not only have we not been able to collect money
but we have not been able to give any money out to local groups in the town which is a
shame. We are still waiting for the Perspex box to be remade and repositioned in the
well. Hopefully we won’t have to wait too much longer. Finally the Oakbank Rd works
have been completed (almost) - it has taken a long long time and many emails but 5
years on, the work is all but finished. Just the 2012 slip retaining wall is required to be
reinforced. IR has been instrumental in ensuring the work was done and not allowing it
to be forgotten by PKC and she thanked him. She said that BRCC has played an
important part in ensuring that local voices have been heard when it comes to planning
decisions and projects. From encouraging residents to come to consultations about
the new Blackthorn Place residential development or the West Park development and
hearing their opinions at our meetings or facilitating fact finding meetings about the
new Recy. BRCC has been at the forefront of discussions about how the town is
growing. PKC have ring-fenced £18 million for a new multi-disciplinary recreation
centre which is due to be delivered by 2020. This is to service the whole of the BHS
catchment area so careful planning is essential if it is to be successful and meet the
growing needs of the community. 2017 saw us host another successful Open Day in
the Town Hall, keeping our format of stalls, it was again attended by various groups,
clubs, Live Active, PKC departments and this time as it is an election year, the
prospective council candidates. The star of the show, however, was the corner
dedicated to the new Recy plans. A steady stream of about 100 people visited
throughout the day, which was in line with previous events, and people had the chance
to ask all manner of questions directly to the relevant group or department. It is 2 years
since the last Open Day and this gap seems to work well between events. Preparation
is under way to bring more events to the town including a Music Festival, inspired by
Hamish Henderson, a bonfire night with fireworks, a Christmas Nativity Scene and
decorated Christmas or Yule tree to the Wellmeadow are also in the offing. We will
also be welcoming back the Canadian Pipes and Drums in 2018 who will perform in
the Wellmeadow and march through the town. We continue to nurture our links with
many of the local groups and have helped to set up a few new ones; the Community
Resilience Group, the Allotment Association, Climate Café, Keep Blairgowrie & Rattray
Beautiful and the Cycle Path Network. All have members of BRCC leading and
steering them to successful outcomes. She said that she didn’t know if “out with old
and in with the new” was appropriate given CS had been re-elected but the local
elections had certainly changed the political landscape. Bob Ellis and Liz Grant have
both stepped down and she said that in their place, she would like to welcome new
councillors Bob Brawn and Tom McEwan. She hoped that BRCC could count on their
support and enjoy a similar level of interaction and cooperation with them as with their
colleagues in the past and she welcomed back Cllr Caroline Shiers as one of BRCC’s
most active and able representatives saying it was no surprise that she had been reelected given how actively she supported our community. PKC officers could benefit
from more public interaction as they seem to make much better decisions when they
do. She hoped that BRCC could keep facilitating these exchanges and improving
PKC’s understanding of what the area needs. Police, Fire & Rescue. This is another
area where things are all changed. The Fire service has a new station manager – Jake
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Kitt – and a new Policing team headed up by Inspector Thomson & Sergeant McKeag.
Attendance has been expectedly patchy as their teams settle in to their new roles and
working patterns. Early signs are good that they are getting on with the job in hand and
making good progress. She said that there are currently 3 vacancies on BRCC but our
last Associate Young Member has disappointingly being absent for the last 7 months.
Again, we would be looking to BHS in the new academic year to try to fill these empty
spaces and hopefully this time we will be successful in attracting at last one new
Young Member. In conclusion, our community council continues to go from strength to
strength, identifying ways in which we can improve and/or enhance the town to make
Blairgowrie & Rattray a better place. Our members actively (and fearlessly) take on
any number of challenges and encourage others to get involved with them. Their
dedication and wonderfully welcoming approach has been something that not only the
town but I too have personally benefited from and she said she couldn’t thank them
enough for that. We continue to make steady progress within the area and the
assistance received from our elected members has been invaluable and something
that she hoped they could continue to rely on to effect positive change for the area.
She also wanted to thank IR for writing the quarterly Hub magazine article, which
keeps the community abreast of what BRCC is up to, so perfectly; PM for keeping the
Minutes and figures in order and EF for spamming us on a fairly regular basis!! She
also thanked CD of the Blairie for her excellent reporting of all BRCC’s exploits and
being such a supporter of all our work. She said that she passed on the position of
Chair knowing that we will continue to pull in the same direction and continue to make
improvements where we can. She thanked everyone for all their help and dedication
over the last year.
Item 3 – Treasurer’s Report.
PM read her financial report.
BRCC had income of £541 council grant (balance from prev. year £159), £38 from the
Hamish Henderson film showing at the Community Campus and we collected £173 in
the wishing well from April to August when it was vandalised (balance b/fd £170). The
Resilience Group were also awarded funding of £8950 from SSE.
Total £9702
Outgoings were Hire of hall £83, stationery £142, upgrade to the Secretary’s laptop
£70, remembrance wreath £30, web services £29, Gifts £55, Sundries £63 and we
donated £316 to the Braemar Day Committee. The expenses of the resilience Group
so far were £917.
Total £1705
Bank a/c
Bank B a/c
Cash

£2494
8033
21

Total

10548

Admin a/c
Capital a/c
Charity a/c
Resilience a/c
Balance

295
2193
27
8033
10548

Since the start of the financial year BRCC have paid for gifts to BE & CS and Graham
Edwards amounting to £83 and Hire of hall to Rattray & Town hall of £106. (Open day
& March meeting) and had receipts for £33 from the teas at the town hall open day.
Bank £2326 Cash £33.
BS has bought a container costing £1644 so the B a/c now stands at £6389.
The accounts were agreed and passed.
Item 4 – Secretary’s Report.
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EF said that there are the same things repeated every month like dog poo
and Castle Water parking, so but she had received a letter about Davie Park facilities
and the upkeep of the park, which she had replied to. MY said that the feedback from
the Town Hall Open Day was quite good and there were quite a few replies These
would be covered a later meeting.
Item 5 – Demit of current Office Bearers and election of new Office Bearers.
MY said that the current office bearers would now stand down and invited CS
to Chair the meeting pro tem so that new office bearers could be elected.
CS thanked MY and said she would keep it very brief but said that for her it
had been an enormous privilege working with the current Community Council and in
particular with the office bearers especially Chair MY who had been fantastic. She said
that when BRCC was re-formed 3½ years ago, all of the community councillors were
new and there was a huge “to-do” list which has been successfully tackled although
there have been other things added to the end of it. Watching the way that PKC has
changed the way that they interact with the community as a result of BRCC’s efforts
would probably be MY’s biggest legacy and she said that speaking to other
communities elsewhere, they are quite jealous of the way that BRCC has cracked that
interaction with PKC officers. So well done and keep it going. She then asked for
nominations for Chair.
EF was proposed by MY, this was seconded by IR and this was agreed unanimously.
EF accepted the position and took the Chair for the rest of the meeting.
EF asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chair.
IR was proposed by BS, this was seconded by PM and this was agreed unanimously.
IR accepted the position.
EF asked for nominations for the position of Treasurer.
PM was proposed by MY, this was seconded by AD and this was agreed unanimously
PM accepted the position.
EF asked for nominations for the position of Secretary.
SN was proposed by IR, this was seconded by BS and this was agreed unanimously
SN accepted the position.
Item 6 – Minute Taker.
PM said that she would not be able to take the minutes in September/October
and wished someone else to take over. Louise Littlejohn was shadowing the meeting
this month and would return next month and take minutes alongside PM and compare
notes thereafter. She would decide after that whether she wanted the position.
Item 7 - Adoption of minutes.
EF asked if there were any alterations proposed to the AGM minutes of May
2016. There were none and approval was proposed by IC seconded by IR. Approval of
the April minutes was proposed by AD seconded by MY. Both carried unanimously.
Item 8 - Subjects raised by members of the public.
Nothing was raised.
Item 9- Police & Fire reports.
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There was no one in attendance from Fire or Police.
Item10 – Arising and Ongoing Issues.
10.1

HEAT

LS said that the project is Home Energy Advice Team for Rattray and the
Glens and is up and running. There is a small team and they are getting out and about
and meeting people which is what they need to do and getting themselves
knowledgeable of the area. They had a launch at no 5 Davie Park for the more
immediate neighbours, which seemed to go well. On 22 May there will be an Open day
at Rattray Connect from 2.30 – 6.30. He said he would like to thank PKC for the use of
5 Davie Park and Rattray Connect. At no 5, the previous day, there were 2 people
wanting home visits in the first hour. They had been concerned that, with the number
of cold calls that people get promising to improve energy efficiency, they wanted this to
be from the community outwards, to be seem as something that is local, free and
impartial. He thanked CD for the almost full page article in the Blairie. They have
managed to start quicker than expected and 5 weeks in, it is proving invaluable. The
Mount Blair CC and Development Trust had been incredibly helpful and space has
been provided in the Session House in Kirkmichael. He said that they cannot direct
people to a supplier but give advice on ways to apply for funding.
10.2

Discover Blairgowrie Update.
EF read out the Discover Blairgowrie & One Voice report.

B&R Transport Scheme Pilot (Transport & Isolation)
Scheme went live on 1st May. Details of how to join are available on Discover Blairgowrie or contact
Maggie Urquhart
Volunteering & Job Opportunities
10 opportunities listed on the website - this includes volunteer drivers. Feedback indicates that it may
be better to make the application page more specific to the organisation. We will be working on this
over the next few weeks.
Co-op Community Fund
The Co-op fund awarded £1817.95 towards the cost of setting up the Transport Scheme Pilot. A second
project has been accepted – Memories in Mind. This is to retain local pictures, stories, family
connections, etc for future generations. The information will be available to all members of the local
community, their (extended) family and carers - unpaid and professional. It’s amazing what a carrier
bag and shopping in your local Co-op can do for your community!
Hub Mag & Discover Blairgowrie
Summer Magazine – deadline 26th May, delivery expected week 19th June. Focus is on summer activities
during the school holiday as well as what is happening in the local community. Expect to update the
What’s On posters.
Forum
Next forum is Thursday 18th May in Angus Hotel at 5.30. This is open to everyone.
Town Map
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Draft A3 and A2 size maps under review, next step is to find sponsors and advertisers so we can print
the map. The maps will be available free to visitors and locals from sites around the town.
Snow Road
We have made contact with the Cairngorm Partnership to see if we can work together on the Snow
Road Project.
Support
Strathmore Cycle Network (SCN), Climate Café in many ways including fundraising, advertising
opportunities, a voice at the Forum, etc.

10.3

Group Updates.

LS gave thanks for the support given to the Cycle Network and the letter
written by MY. BS said that One Voice gave their support.
AD said that the new Christmas lights should arrive next Tuesday and the old
ones are being recycled to Kirriemuir. The illuminations committee is meeting next
week to do modifications, attach labels and there will be new lights in Rattray.
GD said that there was nothing to concern BRCC in the weekly lists. PM said
that the PKC website weekly lists are not breaking down into local wards and CS said
she would investigate.
SN said there had been no action on the points he had raised with Chic
Haggart (PKC), the Living Streets report had not been published and nothing about the
extension of the parking time limit and removal of some yellow lines. So with the new
CS
councillors in place they should collectively link arms and have a word with the officers
concerned.
IR said that BRAN was making good progress and had been out on 6 work
parties in the last week with AD being out 5 evenings. The paths are now in a very
good condition. They are using the paths4all formula for value in kind and they are
now up to £4.5 thousand since the start of February. They now have 40 odd members
and like any voluntary group they have a hard core of workers and they will be out at
the weekend on the Cateran Trail near Ballintuim in preparation for the Cateran Yomp.
One of the comments they have received is that they are not communicating
effectively and he asked CS for some contacts with the Loon Braes Parknership etc.
IR thanked LS for arranging for Castle Huntly personnel to come on Monday and they
will hopefully be talking about their willingness to cut the garden area at the back of the
supervisor’s bungalow at Davie Park. BRAN will then be able to work out how they will
keep it maintained. They would also be talking to Helen McCann of Blair in Bloom but
as always, the more work is done, the more is required. He also wanted to thank a lot
of the local landowners and thought that their work was appreciated and the
landowners were also out cutting back vegetation. BRAN had also been at Blair in
Bloom’s litter pick but he thought that the general level of litter is decreasing except for
dog poo bags. He also wished to thank Lucy Garthwaite (PKC) and her teams for their
work in replacing the dog waste bins with standard bins. EF said that the bike which
was in the river has been removed.
PM said that there had been 19 nominations for eleven people for Citizen of
the Year and 2 for one - Young person of the year. Judging would be the next day.
BS said that he & IR met with the Rights Respecting team from Newhill
Primary School who want some way of moving what they do within the school to
outwith the school as well. They had talks about what avenues that would take, one of
which was a presence on the Discover Blairgowrie website. They really want to move
forward to put the Rights, which they respect, out into the community. EF asked which
age group they were and BS replied that it was P5 – P7. IR said that he found the
group quite inspirational and their enthusiasm to get things changed was brilliant. They
also recognise their Responsibilities going up to BHS – not to have a “brain dump”
when they go there and lose their civic understanding.
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BS said that the Allotment Association had not yet signed a lease because
the landowner hasn’t had time to give it to their solicitors but was allowing the group on
site so if anyone is interested in a plot or digging up a lot of roots contact him. EF
asked if anyone had applied for an allotment yet and BS said not as yet because it
only went live this week. The rent had been settled and they have not paid anything
yet but could get going straight away. AD asked where the site was and BS said at
Bramblebank/Westfield on a piece of ground between the two mills.
Three of the the Riverside Venture Group (RVG), (2 of which are BRAN
members) had a meeting and thought that they had come to an agreement about the
things they are able to do. However the idea of cutting back the riverside vegetation
has been vetoed. PKC quoted the policy for riverside safety but BS has looked this up
and it says that there should be a small verge with “long grass” to create an edge. It
does not however specify what length the grass should be. Paul Summers (PKC) has
knocked it back completely. IR said they had wanted to cut back the young saplings
between the seats and the river and to strim the vegetation to give people a nice view
of the river which is what they want to see but this is not enough to satisfy PKC at the
moment.
BS also said that while they were there, he counted 22 cars in the Riverside
car park, 2 of them double parked and a person had to park on the verge on the hill as
there were no more spaces. EF said that she parked there last week and spoke to
several people and there was no one in favour of cutting it back, they liked the tall
grass and wild flowers. The banking could be worked on in sections, deweeded then
reseeded. DC asked which parts PKC maintain and which do local organisations
maintain. IR replied that PKC only cut the flat area. DC said that the car park in
Balmoral Rd used to be maintained but not now. IR said that the plan was to have a
landscaped rockery garden at the Cuttle Burn but it would be a lot of work. There was
considerable debate about Castle Water and the general lack of desire to walk any
distance to work from where the car is parked, instead of parking in a community car
park. CS agreed to go back to Castle Water although it is not just their employees who
are causing the problem. TM said that whatever measures are introduced, there is still
the problem of enforcing them. SN suggested that before a future meeting with PKC
officers about the strimming etc. that the RVG look at the relevant Economic
Development Policy as because of the diverse nature of the local Local Authority and
CS
the diversity of the departments, it is extremely unlikely that the officers you speak to
will be are aware of the general policies which drive the Council and it might be
worthwhile to start a meeting by saying that Council Policy for Blairgowrie is about
driving Tourism etc thus ensure that it is not taken as criticism.

Item 11 - Local Councillor reports.
BB asked for BRCC members’ patience as he was very new to the job and it
was a steep learning curve.
TM said that he had been attending community council meetings for the last
year and he found that there was great enthusiasm for the job. It is not difficult to work
with BRCC and he was looking forward to working with BRCC.
CS said that she was looking forward to working with the other 2 local
councillors and to continue that honesty but there were no easy fixes for a lot of the
problems. The planning application for Blackthorn Place is expected shortly and while
there had been some tweaks, they were not as many as she would have liked. She
suggested that a meeting be arranged with the 3 councillors, 2 of BRCC,
representatives of the local community and Lorna Cameron PKC and Stuart Milne Ltd
to go through it again. Davie park pavilion is needing to be brought up to standard.
Daryl McKeown (PKC) came through to a meeting about Hatton Rd before the last
meeting and she would get back to him again about this and other safety issues in
Rattray. There had been a request for the 20mph to be extended from Haugh Rd up to
the High St in Rattray because now that there is no parking beside the school, the
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CS

traffic speeds have crept up a bit. SN said that these issues were highlighted in the
Living Streets walkabout but the report is a long time coming. Other points raised were
overgrowing hedges, forcing pedestrians to walk on the road, huge groups of motor
cyclists and lots of children walking to school. PM asked if the priority of the
crossroads at Bonnington Rd/ Hatton Rd could be changed as it would help exiting
from lower Bonnington Rd to continue up to Drimmie and this would also slow the
traffic down on Hatton Rd.
Item 12– Pending Planning Applications.
There were no relevant planning applications.
Item 13– Secretary’s Correspondence.
The Pharmacy who wanted to speak to BRCC about West Park Development
will be at the next meeting.
Item 14 - Chair’s report on follow ups since last meeting.
MY said she had a meeting with the Invest in Perth team to try and find out
what the plan for Blairgowrie is vis a vis the West Park development and the space
which is prime development land on Hatton Rd – what is their vision for the town –
how do they see it developing – what kind of businesses are they trying to attract to
the town and she said she couldn’t say how disappointed she was with the whole
meeting. Their response was “there is no plan”. Their priority was just attract
businesses of any size to Perthshire. It would have been nice for them to know a bit
about the town and what is needed, where the gaps are, namely leisure, recreation
and entertainment. We are fine for houses! We need to highlight that this is where
people would choose to live – promote our housing market and get it moving. She said
she was particularly irked to see that Perth is spending £12M on lighting. She said, if
the meeting would like to see the “City of Light Action Plan”, she had a wonderfully,
expensively printed vision. PKC intend to build a pedestrian bridge and pedestrianise
Tay St between the bridges which will only add to the congestion. She said that
BRCC need to explain to them that their decisions about Perth City have a really big
ripple effect on the rest of Perthshire; when people stop coming to Perthshire, they
start going elsewhere. Blairgowrie relies on tourism and if people start thinking, I really
can’t be bothered trying to negotiate Perth, can’t get parked, whatever, then they say,
let’s go to Falkirk, Edinburgh, Forfar. EF said that she had been meaning to go to
Perth one day but decided that she couldn’t be bothered trying to negotiate the
Inveralmond Roundabout roadworks. MY said that was what happened in Blairgowrie
when the traffic lights affected so many people, people just went to Forfar or
somewhere else and it has been really difficult to change that shopping habit – they
have discovered that there is free parking in Forfar and there’s lots of big shops. She
said that Perth need to be more responsible about what they are doing in the area
because it affects all of us. She said she was annoyed about the amount of money
wasted- on so much rubbish. Where these lights are to be and the images they are to
project on the ground – this is supposed to be an attraction? EF said she had spoken
to Culture Perth and mentioned the festival that is held in Durham which attracts
hundreds of thousands of people and MY replied that it is only on at Durham for 4
nights and not for an extended period. Perth are spending £12m on lights and we can’t
get our pea lights functioning properly! MY said if Blairgowrie could get hold of some of
the tourism business from people attending events in Perth, that would be great but
again we need parking and facilities and something to do when they are not at
whatever they came for. If PKC keep giving away land to residential developments,
then there will be no spaces left within the town centre catchment to attract anyone in.
It will all be on the periphery. CS said that following the local elections, there were new
councillors and there would be new people at the top and it would be a good
opportunity, as soon as the appointments are made, to invite them to meet BRCC and
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these points could be made directly to them. The last 5 years’ strategy has been to
invest in Perth and “if Perth is right everything else will fall into place”. That clearly
hasn’t worked. The same conversations are heard in Kinross, in Crieff, in
Auchterarder. It would be a good time to make these points directly. TM said that one
of the first emails he received was from the Chief Executive saying that as he was a
new member, he wanted to come & visit his ward. EF asked if with the change in
councillors if it was the “same old, same old” and SN said no because the Council
officers may be the same but they are implementing the decisions of the Councillors.
CS said that all the political groups going into the election set out their priorities and
rural communities were quite high up the priorities of the different groups.
Item 15– AOCB.
AD asked who gave permission for the shows in Davie Park and CS replied
PKC. AD said that they should be made to take down all the posters that they have put
up. AD said that Corryard have removed all the shuttering from the Hill Primary
building and left the building open, after a few weeks work, to vermin and vandals. He
had heard a rumour that the infant school building was going to be used by Castle
water and CS would check. IC asked about the proposed 63 bus timetable change and CS
PM replied that there had been no further communication from PKC since they said
they would start on 3 July. There was some conversation about bus shelters, lack of,
and CS said there was a waiting list with refurbished ones being made available. IC
said he would put timetables through doors on GCR when they became available.
BS said that at the last meeting he had offered to post the invitations to the neighbour
consultation meeting about the Recy and MY replied that Penny Lochhead (PL) had
confirmed the date only today and she would send the letter to BS and he could print it
out and deliver to the neighbours The meeting will be about the specific issues they
may have such as noise, lights, access etc. PL had been up at the Recy from 7am to
10pm and lots of people had seen the consultation.
Date of Next Meeting.

All

Thursday 8 June 2017 in the Small Hall, Balmoral Road, Rattray at 7pm.
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